The effect of intravenous immunoglobulin treatment in recurrent acute otitis media.
The effect of serial intravenous infusion of human immunoglobulin on the frequency of acute otitis media (AOM) episodes and on other upper respiratory tract infections was prospectively studied in a group of 22 otitis-prone children, 1-4 years old. After pair-matching, the children were allocated to immunoglobulin treatment or to a control group. Increased specific IgG antibody activities against pneumococcal types associated with recurrent AOM (rAOM) were generally achieved, but no significant difference was noted in the frequency of AOM attacks or other respiratory tract infections between the immunoglobulin-treated children and their pair-matched untreated controls. The results indicate that, although serum antibody activities against bacteria associated with AOM are increased by immunoglobulin infusions, this does not prevent the development of AOM in children suffering from rAOM.